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May : but it was not my fortune to fee them fooner 3 
which if I had 5 I might have been able probably to have 
made my account better. But notvvithftanding- it is imper- 
fect it may, 1 hope, introduce better from others : or 
however be a teftimony of my great Veneration for the 
Auguft Royal Society, and obedience unto the commands 
thereof, who atone of their - Meetings fome time fince, 
were pleated to defire me to procure* or give an account 
of this matter. 
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IV. Some OkfervMons concerning the Invention- and Wo* 
grefs of Trinttng^ to the Tear 1 46), Occafioned by 
by the Reverend Mr Ellis '$ -Letter, exhibited i?i Phil 
■T* an£ No 1 8 6. fag. 1 4 1 6, 

/Hat this Gentleman fays about the Books Printed at 

/ Harlaem by Laurence Kofier $ agreeing fo well with 
the account given by ThevdvreSchreveliwznd at hers«l eaves us 
little or no room to doubt (who rauft needs take it for grant- 
ed that his Obfervation isaccurate^and the'Dates to be true j) 
whether the Honour of the Invention be due to thk or the 
mother Ckies.whofe Writers ha'Ve To eagerly contended for m 
ilncQ none of them have pretended' 1 to fhew any Book Print- 
ed fo foon as A D. 1430 or 143 2^ or near that time/ '8wt 
the difficulty lies, either in (hewing why the Praftlce of "th V 
Art (hould be at a ftandfrom A D. 1432* to the noted Re- 
viving of it at Ment% by John Fuji and Peter Schpefcr^ who 
fas it has been vulgarly, but erroneously .(aid ) did" Print 
the fir ft Printed Book there A* :: D.i^6 $-> - tianielf. Tally's 
Offices t or elfe, in giving any tolerable account of the 
Progrefsof this Invention "during- an Interval of above go 
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'Boxkomiuf ( as I remember ) as well as Schrevelius and 
■.other Authors, do expreislf (ay, ( and if they had not, it 
■ might well be imagine! ) that Kofier could not advance this 
Intention fo far, as" to Print fo large a Work as the Speculum 
SdUitps without gradual Improvements 3 and that his firft 
'Ellavs were on .loofe and fmall leave's of Paper, before he 
attempted whole Book** Thefe being Ioofe and fingle, are 
tuppo/d to be all loft : but I once obferv'd a loofe leaf of 
Pa per in OUavo, lying in an old MS. Breviary in her Majefty's 
Royal Library at St James s, which I then thought ( and 
am ioll in. the fame opinion; that 'twas one of Ko/lers firft 
Pieces 3 done when he had attain'd to fome Experience in 
the Art, and to get Money* Tis a little rude Wooden Cut, 
of the five Wounds of our Blefled Saviour, and the Inftru* 
nients of his Paffion, with a Latin Infcription at the bot- 
tom, to this- purport j that Thofe who fliould fay fo many 
Ave Marias before it, fhould have fo many thoufand years 
of Pardon, In this Cut or Print, the Ink which made it 
was Writing Ink, and 'twas all Black, without thofe other 
Colours with which Kofier feems afterwards to have adorn'd 

Of 

his Books. 

In the abovementioned Boxhormus'sBook deOrigine Artis 
Typographic^^ 'tis faid, that Hadri%mts Junius had a Book 
Printed by Kofter,znd like that kept m the Cheft at Harlaem : 
Now amongft thofe Bequeathed to the Bodleyan Library at 
Oxford, by Mr Francis Junius (who was a Kinfman of Ha* 
driansj there is a thin Bookin afmall Folio (Numbred 51.) 
which may probably be the fame ; and which Mr Fofs, a 
learned and curious Danifh Gentleman, did a flu re me was 
very like to that at Harlaem* This contains the Sum of 
the Hijiory of the Old Teftament, all reprefented in rude 
Wooden Cuts, colored with divers colors, without 
Shadows like to our Cards, ( which, with Sheet* Ballads, are 
remains of the old manner of Printing,) and Stamp'd upon 
mm Side only 5 the white fides of two Leaves being parted 

to- 
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together ; the Black both in the Pictures and Infiriptions 
which fhew the meaning of them, be- 
ing * Writing Ink^ (as the aforefaid * It is to be wifhM that 
Leaf ) inartificially fpread upon the ffi'S^S 
Wooden Block h here thick, there thin 5 oiferv'd whether tiiesW 
fpreading and yellowini 5 the Letters M > w * s ?'««*»* ink «i 
extreamly rude, and all together ma- fture was antiem, and co- 
nifeftly (hewing that the Art was yet in Ioiu ' d or ^ 5 or if there 

its Infancy. The Stamping of this B^rXiheftSwSe 
Book on one Side only ,was not (as fome was Cut upon Wood, o. 
think) becanfe the Printer did not Com P^ with Mn*i* g us- 

1 l ^ i*/ r ^ n */t wr} whether there were &>- 

know how to difpofe the Pages in fuch Mm% for the m y Bb% dm, 
manner, as might be proper and eafy &c - 
for the Bookc Binders life 5 for it has its 
Signatures all along in Minufcule Letters^ (fet in the mid- 
dle of the Page, which is remarkable;) but becanfe it was 
thought that the Paper would not bear a fecond Impreffioa 
on the back fide 5 juftas the Book-writers of thofe times ("when 
Paper began to be cheap, and to be made up into Books J 
would yet have the fir ft and laft Leaf of each ghtatemio y Senio y 
&c; to be of Parchment for ftrength'sfake. This Book fas I 
remember J is imperfcft, and has no Date now appearing, and 
perhaps never had any 3 neither has fuch another Book as 
this, which contains the Hiflory of St John and the Apaca* 
lypfe^ in fuch like wooden coloured Ptftures and Infcriptioro. 
This is infcribed L A Z) D» E. 65, in the fame Bodleyan Li^ 
brary, and has its Signatures, alfb in Maynfinle Letters (as in- 
deed I Ijave obferved Signatures in man? MSS. of different 
Ages, as high as 1000 years "ago and upwards, expreffed 
either by Letters or Numbers.} This Book, tho Printed on 
one Side, and Pafted as the former^ is yet more elegant* 
and fhews that the Art was much improved. And here it 
may not be impertinent to obferve, that in the fame Library 
(Arch. B~ BodL 88,) is an antient MSS with the fame Figures 
and Inscriptions^ tho the Habits of the Figures be different, 
thofe of tike MS being of the older Faftii*n, and 'tis 

very 
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•ery likely that there is another Copy of this Book in the 
Iwperors Library at Vienna^ for Lambecim^ Comment, de Bib- 
liathX&f Lib. IL Pag, 772. reckons amongit thofe which 
♦he brought away from the Archi-ducal Library at fofpmc^ 
a Book of -which he gives this Account, Apocalypfis S> Jeannj? 
Jpoftoli & Evangelifis Latino Germanic a, chart ace a, in folio^ 
una" am fit a ipf¥^ i&mullls figuris ligno incifis^ qn<e propter 
wtuftdtem juam fpeSaiujlmt dignijjims^ and in this Book at 
Oxford^ befides the Printed Cuts, alfo a Commentary upon 
the Apocdypfe m High* Batch. Befides tbefe two moft 
.ancient Printed Books, Mr Bag for d tol d me tha£ in the 
'Mamiferipi "Librkr) of Corpus Christ or Betmei College in Cam- 
bridge he Taw a third, containing the Hijtoryofour > Saviour, 
Printed on one Side only of the Paper, with fuch like 
Wooden Cuts 5 but yet more neatly than either pf the 
lorioer, which I had befdre fhewn him at Oxford. And thefe 
three Bcoks^being as is before faid 5 Starnp , d but on one fide of 
: f he Leaf j the whole wrought or cut upon Wood 5 not Set or 
■Ce&p&fed with Printing Letter 5 and Printed with Writing 
'h*k$ do fufficicatly d^roonftratc that, the Art was as yet 
n Its Infancy ; and may ^tho they bear no Worfemods Name, 
be Very reafcnably afcribed to Kofter^ not only becaufe 
.no 'body elfe lays claim to "em., but becanfe in divers Cif- 
■camQ:ancc5 they agree with the Hiftory of the Man,and with 
what ,«emafti$ of his Wbrkrnanfhip. 'If it be asked why 
K$0er did imt &t his Mame,and the Year to thefe Books, as 
well as to tkM at liar Idem, "mentioned by Mr Ellis } It may be 
mfwetcL, that Scbnvtlim cell us tfal Kojier houndFuji above* 
mmtimtd , by Oath -to fccrecy, , and not to betray 
tine Aft' to any jkr£bn whatfoever.. Wherein 'tis like* 
iy^ that >m 4.£%B was not fo much to, let the World thinks 
thm. he had a flew wa£ of nioltiplying the ..Copy of a .Book 
much .quicker thm.tbe qiikkeft Penman ^ but that he de- . 
;%oed tolmgdfe upon the World, ■ by felling his Printed 
"Bm^ im M&w- Written Copies, whereby 'the Bool^ Writer 
fn4 MkmmMm? sssft (»!« moigfet well ^metid) be fo paid 
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for their Work, as to maintain themfeives and Families. Tfii 
Trick might be long undifcovered in and about Fuirhem. 
becaufe there was no other Printing* whereby this might he 
condemn^ but at length ,%$Boxhornius and Schrevdws write, 
Fa(i ran away with all his Mafters Tools '.and Mater-ids, and 
in Procefs of time fet up a Printers Shop at Mentz, being af 
lifted by his Servant Peter S *'choeffer (a Young Man era good 
Genius) who afterwards Married his Daughter, and became 
his Partner in the Bufiriefs. The Story goes, -that ■ thir's 
John Fuji went to Pdris (but whether before or after his 
Fettling at Mentz^ I cannot tell:) and that he there offered 
a great number of Printed Bibles to fale, as if they were 
jManiffcripts, But the French were not to be fb caught; They 
confidered the number of thefe Books, and their exad con- 
formity to one afiother throughout the whole, to a Li'ne^ 
a Word, a Letter, a Points and that the heft of Books 
Writers could not be thus exaft, and therefore by Indi&ing 
him of Diabolical Magic (ot threating him with it) they at 
once gave birth to the Story oiDo&or Fauftus^ and caufed 
him to difeover the Art, And I dpubt not but about this time, 
very many Books were Printed and Sold for Manufcripts, 
I having feen divers fuch Books without BatesjWhich lodk'di 
rather older than any I have feen with them. 1 fpeak ilbw 
of thofe that are Set or Compos'd of Letter^ which with 
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xhoSchrevelms with.leiS reafon afcrihes the two former to 
his Country man Kojier. 

When Fufi and ockoejfcr bega n firft toWcrk at Met. 
is uncertain, but the firft mention 1 Mnd of hin% as a Printer 
at Mentz^ hmSchrevelins^ Haflem pag. 172, where he fays 
that this Fuji '(or Fattens as he callaliliii) publifhed Akxaniri 
Do&rinale cum Petri Hi [pan i irdBalihus A D. 1442 /but this 
and fome other Books mentioned by Writers on this fubject, 
are never faid tOrbe extant in any particular place^ in order 
i'o be confulted upon oceafioti.3 a'nd ; therefore their Titles 
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m& Dates- are not fo much to be relied upon. But another 
Date, which tho not fo Oleics more Authentic, may be found 
io the above cited Book of Lambecius^ Pag. 989. where he, 
fays lie brought away homlnfpruc^ amongft other choice Vo? 
lucnes^nd placed in the Imperial Library at Vienna, a Pfiher 
Printed upon Parchment, with this Infcriptiott at the end,. 
Prdfens Pfalmorum codex venujlate Capitalium decaratus^ JR;/~ 
kricMionibufqy fnjjicienter difiin&tts, adinventiene artistic/a 
imprimendi ac charaUeri%andi, ahfque calami ulla exaratione 
fk effigiaius, & #d enfebiam del indufirie ejl confummatus per 
johannem EuO", Civem lS/iognnUnum 7 & Peirum Sckoffer de: 
Gemszheim, anno Domini millefimo CCCCLVIL inVigilia Af> 
fkmptiofw. From this time there are conftant Remains of the 
Induftry of thefe Men;and I can mention more Books Print- 
ed by theft), than the Durandus (in the Library of Bafd in 
Switzerland) Printed ("as a Gentleman who faw it, told me) 
A. D. 1 4$ 8 . Joannes Joamtenp/s Catholicon (in her Majejifs 
and the Lord Bijhop of Norwich's Libraries, ) Printed 1460, 
The Latin Bible of 1462, yet extant in the French Kings 
Library, and in divers Monajieries beyond the Seas, and 
perhaps in England. The Tally's Offices Printed both in 
1465 and 1466, (if both thefe be not the fame Edition, 
the laji Sheet or Leaf being Compos'd afrcfh : ) and fo on 
till Schoeffer work'd for himfelf after the Death of Fuji, 
and Schoejfers Pofterity after him. But I willingly forbear 
the Catalogue, in hopes that this, with th,at of the other 
old Printers throughout Europe, and efpecially of our Englijh 
Workmen, with their Devices, the Effigies of moft of them, 
and a multitude of uncommon Remarks relating to Writings 
Printings Parchment, Paper, Binding, &c. will bffcommu* 
nicated to the World, when Mr Bagford\ Papers (hall be 
digefted; nor do I think it ingenuous or honeft to prevent 
him in thefe his Labors, which have coft him fo many Years 
Rains. 

A word or two morel cake leave to add, that upon the 
furft difcovery of the Art by Fuji at Park, or at his firft 
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Settlement or pablick Profefiion of it at Menfz, it quick, 
ly fpread over the beft parts of r „, mrfl . f „, , 

A - » t /■> i • From w«!s Placer, , juid 

£««>pe, * and was commonly ufed in from B 90 ks, d P »rt s of 
o^er Countries before 'twas known in jf"**, wher«, or wherai» 

Eflgfem* (notwithftanding what fome H ft«»/h3w^wd?iTu2i 
Writers do affirm to the contrary s_)the th«r ^««r. &*&*, rhm, 
firft Book that we pretend to have been Jgfc § SS^KSSr I" 
Printed here, being Hierome v or rather 
Rufims) on the Cree^, Printed at Oxford* A. D. 146$. 

To prove this in fomemcafure (not to mention tke 
progrefs of Printing in other Countries ) I inftance in 
/f«$r» and particularly -R<H»e. Here , not to infift on 
the large Catalogue of Printed Booty defcribed in an 
Epiftle to Pope Xyftus IV. Publifhed at the beginning of 
the V. Tome of the Bible printed with Lyra's Commentaries 
at Rome, A. D. 1472, and tranfcribed by Boxhomius 5 I 
{hall only relate the fum of what I meet with in Bernard 
Mount faueons Diarium It a Ik urn, Tom. 1. page 355, 2*6. 
Tis that Joannes Alerienfis, in a fettering Epiftle to Pope 
Paul II. C who was elefted A. D, 1464* ) congratulates him, 
becaufe Printing was firft us'd at Rome, under his Pontijicat. 
Which if fpoken of the very firft pradice of the Art at 
Rome, and not of an eftabliihed Imprimery, feems to be 
falfe, becaufe this learned Monk, in the fame place, fays he 
faw a Lactantius in the Muf<eum(ot Study) of Monfienr de U 
ThuiUiere, which has thefe words at the End, Laftantii F>rmi- 
ani Jnflitutiones crtfe in venerabili Monafteno Sublacenfi anno 
1 46 1. antepenultimaOttobrk. Now unlefs a man will fup- 
pofe Printing' to be invented in this Monaftery, he muft 
believe it to be brought hither from Rome, which is but 
about 20 Miles diftant from it. And the fame Author fays, 
that Floravantes Martinellus in his Roma Sacra y affirms that 
Printing was pra&ifed at Rome in the Palace of the Maximi, 
A. D. 1455, ffder Pope NicolausV. by Conrad Sweynheim 
and Arnold Pannartz, who were both Germans, and con- 
tinued Printers there for mnny Years after. 
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The Cuftom of putting the Dates of Printed Books at the 
Fndoi them, was taken up in Imitation of divers the middle- 
aged and recenter Mmufcripts (for I never faw cr heard of 
any antient Manufcript in Capital Letters, either Geeek or La- 
tin, which has a profefsd Date written \n-the firft hand $ ) but 
here the Infpe&or ofig'ht to be cautious, left he be led into 
an Error ; Forfeveral Manufcripts at the End have a Date, 
which may be by fome underfrood ot the time when thole 
individual Copies were written, whinas they only notifie 
the time when the Author fnipfd his Work : And fome 
of thefe Dates, being printed from the Manufcripts, have 
deceived many curious men. For Example, the firft Edi- 
tion of Lyndwood, ? aulas a SanQa Maria, and others which 
I could name, Befides, fome Dates in antient Printed 
Books, being not corre&ed, are falfe 3 fuch as a Book 
printed in the beginning of the 16th Century, in the 
Library belonging to the Ajhmolcan Mufeum at Oxford* 
which thus pretends to 400 or 500 years of Age- A Julius 
Hyginus once (hewed to me by Mr Millington the Bookfellcr* 
printed at Paris (as there put down) An. Don*. MCCCCXII. 
inftead of MCCCCCXIL For the Printer is mentiond as 
then living in l 9 Origine de t Imprimerie de Paris. I have 
indeed a Book wherein, amongft other Tra&s, is one of 
an old Print, at the end of which there feems to be fuch a 
Miftake, tho not fo eafily reftified as the former. The 
words are thefe, Explicit opufculum Enee Sylvii de duobus 
amantibus in Civitate Leydenfi Anno Domini Millefiwo CCCC 
quddragefimo tertio L E I E N. Now tho' Leyden feems to 
be the place where 'twas printed, yet 1443 cannot be the 
time when^ for juft before Sylvius fays himfelf, Vale, ex 
Vienna quint Nonas Julias Mo CCCC quadragefimo quarto* 

Sylvius was ele&ed Pope by the name of Pius 1, A. A 2 45 8, 
and died A. D. 1464* Now it may feem probable, tH a t if 
this Tract was printed after his Election (as fuppofe^. D. 
1463.J or even after hisDeceafe, his Papal Dignity might 
have been remembred ; t If it be judg'd to bave been 

printed. 
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printed before his Ele&ion, I know none that will allow of 
Printing at Leyden, (or even in Lyons*) lb very early. 

One Obje&ion may be urgd againft what is faid of 
Kojiers or the old printed Books above- mentioned , being 
printed upon Paper about A. D. 1430, or foon after. For 
fome Authors are of opinion, that Paper made of Linnen 
Rags wasfirft made at Bafd % by fomt Greeks who fled out of 
their Country after the Saccage ot ionjlantinople^A. D. I45x* 
in Imitation of the Cotton Paper \ commonly ufed in the Levant. 
But this can have no force, our Paper being much older: 
For I have a piece,the Writing upon which feemsto be about 
350 years old, and agrees very well with a Charter which 
I have feen of Thomas Beuchamp Earl of H^rwV^bearingdate 
A. D. 1 358. and 32 Edw HI. In the Archives of the Library 
belonging to the RR.Dean and Chapter of Canterbury, I faw 
an Inventory of the Goods of Henry Prior of Chrijis Church 
there,taken upon his Deceale,(as 1 remember) the aoth year 
of K. Edward III. and this is written upon Paper. In the 
Cottontdn Library, tho* fearching after other matters, I could 
not but obferve feveral Writings upon our Taper ^ in the 
time of moft of our Kings and Queens, as high as the 1 5th of 
K. Edward III. and I doubt not but that there are others 
more antient in the fame place. But in the £<*/?, the ufe of 
Cotton Paper is much more antient, and I have in the Bod- 
ley an Library , feen an Ar thick Manufcript (amongft thofe 
which the Univerfity bought of Dr Huntingdon] written in 
the 427th of the year Hegira, I e. A.D. io49 3 and others in 
the fame place without Dates, feern older. 

The Proximity of the fubjeft, caufesrne here to take no- 
tice, that tbo the Invention of the Rolling Pre/} is common! v 
sfcribed to Lipfius $ yet it ftems older than his time, from a 
printed Book in the Bodkyan Library,placed LAVD. D 1 58* 
This is zMijfale fecundum hfumBvclefi^thrlipoknfis(\. e.ltfuriz- 
mtrg in Germany.) Rodolfns Arch Biihop of that Church, fets 
forth in an Inftrument at the beginning of the book,the rea~ 
fens why he esufed thisMi-ffal to be publifhed, which Inftru- 
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merit bears date the 8th of November I48i.by which time he 
orders all theCopies to befiniftied by foriusRyfer his Printer, 
who feems to have done fo, fince his Name, and this Year 
1481, is writtenatthe end of the Book* inftead of a Seal to 
this Inftrimient is an Engraven Prints being the Arms of the 
See fupported, by 2 Angels^ and St Kilian (its ftrft Bifhop and 
Prote&or)behind s as alfothis Prelate's own Arms with thofe 
of the See in another Efcutcheon? and a very fine Mantling. 
This is extremely well engraven for the time, and equals 
the performances of fome of our beft Workmen at prefent. 
Th^e evident marks of preffure by the Plate, wich fome 
touches oi Ink at the Edges , the ronihnefs of the Print, and 
other Circumftances concurring, I thought this muft needs 
be wrought off at the Rolling -prefs. But being unwilling 
to rely too far upon my own Judgment, I (hewed it to 
divers very knowing and curious Gentlemen, to feveral 
Printers* Engravers, and others working conftantly at the 
Rolling Prefs, who all concurred ( tho at different times 5 
one not knowing what another had faid) that 'twas not 
only excellently well engraven (and this before Albert 
Durers time ) but that it was certainly pull'd from the 
Rolling- Prefix and could be done no other way. And that 
this Print was not done after that time, appears from feveral 
Notes written here and therein the Book. One of them 
fpecifies that William Kewfth, Vicar of St Bartholomews 
Church in )%r/z,^rg,bought this Book the fame year, 1481, 
paying 18 Florins for the Parchment, Printing, Rubrication^ 
Illumination and Binding. By another it appears, that he 
gave ic to his Church for ever. And by fome others it ap- 
pears that it remained there during the times of his feveral 
Succeilors, till the laft Age, when, as I fuppofe, the 
Swedes, under Gufiavus Adolphus, plundered the Church, 
&nd brought it out. 
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